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Edition 186 March 2016

Newsletter of the Blue Mountains Woodturners Inc.
Mission Statement: “Promote woodturning as a creative ski! for a! ages” 

March Meeting
The next meeting is 
on Saturday the 5th 
of March from 
10am at Mt 
Riverview.

Come and watch 
and learn about 
working on the BIG 
lathe with Mike 
Boyle and 
(probably) some of 
the crew who have 
been making big turnings.  See what is in store 
with what is being made.
There will also be a BBQ lunch, so see you 
there!

New! As woodturning lessons on Saturdays with 
Allan Game are now full, you can enrol in 
lessons being held at the Club. These additional 
lessons are also on second and fourth Saturdays 
of the month from 9am to 12. To book in 
contact Jan on 4753 6474 or email 
jbp2306@internode.on.net.

Club Meetings
1st Saturday of each month 
a t the B lue Mounta ins 
Woodcraft Centre, Calver 
Avenue Mt Riverview, 10am 
to 3pm.

Committee Meetings
Held the Thursday prior to 
the monthly meeting.

Toy Making starts on 10 
March - come along and lend 

!      a hand!

Open Days
The Club House is open ever y 
Thursday from 10am. Come along 
and chat, turn or work on your own 
project.

Woodturning Lessons
are held on the second and fourth 
Saturday of each month and are open 
to everyone. There is currently space 
available so come and try it. The price 
is affordable for everyone.

Booking in is essential. Ring Allan 
Game on 4739 1028.
Please let Allan know if you have 
booked in but can’t make it.Image top centre, "Diabolo" by Pascal Oudet
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Ernie Newman has an exhibition of his 
sculpture currently showing at Braemar 
Ga l l e r y at 104 MacQuar ie Road , 
Springwood. The exhibition runs from 
February 12 to March 20 [10am to 4pm 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays].

The exhibition, Air, Earth & Light, features 3 
artists. Ernie's work has been included in 
international exhibitions and featured in 
books and magazines published in Australia 
and overseas. Ernie says, "I like to raise 
questions about the territory between faith 
and doubt, between certainty and confusion, 
between the citizen and the refugee, between 
the curve and the straight. I incorporate 
feminine curves in virtually everything I 
make, motifs that suggest birth in the face of 
death, hope in the face of despair.”

Tops for Cambodia
If you would like to turn finger spinning 
tops for 5-11 year old kids at a Cambodian 
school then this is your chance. A friend 
from Glenbrook, Doug Frewer, raises 
money for the school and goes over to help 
out. He will take any tops that we can 
provide on his next trip in April. 

The tops should be light weight so young 
kids can spin them - about 35-40 mm in 
diameter with stems about 4-6 mm in 
diameter. Unfinished pine would be perfect 
so that the kids can decorate them 
themselves. The tops can go to Ernie 
Newman 0416961063 
ernienewman@hotmail.com or Jan Pennell. 
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Bandsaw 
Safety Tip 

No. 4
Keep hands 
anchored on 

the table or the 
fence
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March Message from 
the Club President

February Meeting.    
Thank you Darrell for 
another great and 
interesting demo.  
Particularly seeing the 
adjustable centre chuck being used on a 
reasonably large bowl.

March meeting will see Mike Boyle 
on the big lathe.

Toy Making on 10th. Toy making 
starts again on the usual club open day 
on 10 March. Des is unable to continue 
as a coordinator for the toys this year. 
Thank you Des for your efforts in this 
area over recent years. Thanks also to 
Tom for continuing on, and to Klaus for 
taking on helping out. Much 
appreciated. 

Safety.  Everyone seems to be in 
agreement with the new Club rule that 
safety eye protection is to be worn when 
using a grinder. So let’s all help out if 
someone forgets. Please give them a 
gentle reminder. Remember, safety is 
everyone’s responsibility. We are 
discussing if safety glasses and a face 
shield should be worn and will check 
out appropriate impact ratings for face 
shields.

Saturday morning lessons.  We are 
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now in the fortunate position where Allan’s 
Saturday morning lessons are fully subscribed so, to 
cater for our newer members who would like 
lessons, and anyone else who would like to join in, 
there will be lessons at the Club on the same day as 
Alan’s lessons, 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month 
from 9 am until 12. This will start on Saturday 12 
March. If you would like to join in please book in by 
contacting me on 4753 6474 or email @ 
jbp2306@internode.on.net.

Day Trip to Brisley Joinery. Our ‘trip 
coordinator’ (Warren) has proposed a day trip 
Brinsley Joinery at 100 Toronto Parade Sutherland 
NSW ph: 95453365. They are having an open day on 
Saturday 16th of April from 10.15 to 3.30pm.

If you copy and paste the following web site address 
into your computer it should take you there and 
provide some more details. http://heritage-
week.govspace.gov.au/event/brinsleys-joinery-shop/   

We estimate the cost will be about $15 per person 
to cover the buss and fuel. At this stage we will be 
asking for expressions of interest at the March 
meeting and commitment – in the form of 
individual cost paid – at the April meeting.

New Members. Dianne Knight, who joined us in 
June, is now sharing the fun with Phillip Knight. 
Rachael Murphy joined at the last meeting and 
Glenn Barker joined last Thursday. Welcome all and 
hope you have much fun and make lots of shavings 
with us.

DO NOT TELL ANYONE. Keep it quiet. If you 
speak of it, do so in whispers. The shed has started 
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Club Calendar

Thurs 3 Mar! ! Club open day! ! ! 9 am to ….

Sat 5 Mar! ! Club Meeting! and BBQ! ! 10 am to ….!
! ! !
Thurs 10 Mar!! Club open day and Toy Making! 9 am to …..

Sat 12 Mar! ! Lessons morning ! ! ! 9 am to 12
! ! ! Booking required if not currently enrolled ! ! !
! ! !
Thurs 17 Mar! ! Club open day! ! ! 9 am to …..

Thurs 24 Mar!! Club open day! ! ! 9 am to ………
Committee meeting! ! ! 10 am to ……

Sat 26 Mar! ! Lessons morning ! ! ! 9 am to 12
! ! ! Booking required if not currently enrolled

Thurs 31 Mar! ! Club open day! ! ! ! 9 am to …...

Testing the grey matter...by Ernie 
Newman
1. Where is the cambium layer in a tree?

2. When would a roughing gouge (25 to 50mm wide) 
be used on faceplate work?

3. What is a scratch gauge?

4. What chuck is built into virtually all lathes?

5. Nineteenth century novelists Fyodor Dostoevsky 
[Russian] and Gustave Flaubert [French] have a 
woodturning connection with twentieth century 
mystery writers Emma Lathen and Reginald Hill. 
What is the connection?

Answers on page 5.

to be put up. As I write the builder is 
working on it. It probably won’t go up 
in a day or two but rather in stages, 
depending on his other commitments. 
He is fitting it in where / when possible 
rather than putting us on his long list 
and having us wait until we get to the 
top of the list, which would take longer. 
Watch this space. 
!
Be kind, be happy, be careful

Jan
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Committee 

President - Jan Pennell
Vice President - Tony McKale

Secretary - Catherine Gorrie
Treasurer - Barry Robinson
Membership Secretary - Catherine 
Gorrie

Committee Members -Barrie Ward, 
John Craft, Warren Baker
Public Officer - Tom Fox
Publicity Officer - Don Barnes
Librarian - Rosie Meharry, John 
Mulquin
First Aid Officers - Darrell Smith, Jan 
Pennell, George Keane, John 
Schoonderwaldt
Webmaster - Rhys Jones
Safety Officer - Dave Roberts, Jan 
Pennell
Club Sales - Barry Robinson
BMWC Site Manager - John Mulquin
Workshop Manager - David Roberts
Show & Tell Coordinator - John 
Krook

Editor - Catherine Gorrie 
Email: catherinegorrie@gmail.com
Tel: 0409 260 916
Club Email: bmwoodies@bigpond.com
web address: 
www.bluemtnswoodturners.org.au
All Correspondence to:
PO Box 223 Springwood NSW 2777

Answer to testing the grey matter...
1. The cambium layer is the zone between the 

sapwood and the bark. New cell growth occurs 
in the cambium layer.

2. It would be very risky to use a roughing gouge 
for faceplate work as it takes a wide shaving and 
this increases the chance of a severe dig-in 
which could throw the work off the lathe.

3. A scratch gauge is a marking device for 
transferring key points of detail onto a turning. 
It usually takes the form of a piece of wood with 
sharpened nails projecting from an edge. These 
score the revolving workpiece at exactly the 
same points every time the gauge is used and so 
facilitate accurate repetition work. Scratch 
gauges are more accurate than pencil gauges and 
are especially useful for precisely marking 
shoulder lengths.

4. The morse tapered opening in the headstock 
spindle, known as the swallow, may be used as a 
cupchuck to hold miniature goblets, small chess 
pieces and the like. To prepare timber place it 
between centres and turn a taper which roughly 
corresponds to a morse taper on one end. This is 
not too difficult if calipers are used to transfer 
the diameter of the prong centre at the swallow 
opening to a point about 15-20mm from the end 
of the blank. The taper may be judged by eye. 
The timber should be tapped firmly into the 
swallow with a hammer. It is not necessary to 
use great force and in any case this could 
damage the headstock bearings. A number two 
morse tapered swallow will securely hold a 
workpiece which projects up to about 80 mm.

5. All these authors have created characters who 
are woodturners.

http://www.bluemtnswoodturners.org.au
http://www.bluemtnswoodturners.org.au
mailto:bmwoodies@bigpond.com
mailto:bmwoodies@bigpond.com
mailto:catherinegorrie@gmail.com
mailto:catherinegorrie@gmail.com
mailto:bmwoodies@bigpond.com
mailto:bmwoodies@bigpond.com
http://www.bluemtnswoodturners.org.au
http://www.bluemtnswoodturners.org.au

